CHAPTER TV

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OTHER THAN
SCHOOLS

A BOOK on education is naturally expected to give prominence
to what is done in schools and colleges. Whether we restrict
our survey of educational institutions to schools and colleges
must depend upon whether in this connection we choose to
understand the term education in the narrow or in the broad
sense to which reference has already been made. Schools must
occupy our attention for the most part, but there are advan-
tages in considering other institutions which, for better or
worse, are certainly exercising great intellectual and moral
influence upon all sections of the community. Let us agree to
recognize explicitly that in a real sense teachers are not the only
educators, and that schools and colleges are not the only
educational institutions. In other words, it is life that educates,
and schools provide only a part of life's experiences even in
childhood. Some of the other institutions we have in mind,
such as public libraries and museums, are definitely meant to
subserve broadly educational purposes, whilst others, such as
theatres and moving pictures, though for good or ill unques-
tionably educational in their effects, are usually intended by
their promoters only as means of amusement, and are managed
on a frankly commercial basis. But this distinction we may here
ignore. We simply look around us, and ask ourselves what
other educational influences, besides those of the school, which
we reserve for fuller discussion hereafter, are, as a matter of
fact, acting upon men and women, boys and girls, as we see
them in ordinary life.
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